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ADDRESS 


PEESIDENT  OF  THE   SOCIETY. 


Ladies  and   Gentlemen,  Delegates  of   the   United   Hebrew   Relief  Asso- 
ciation : 

You  have  been  summoned  by  your  Executive  Board,  to 
meet  on  this  occasion  for  a  two  fold-purpose  : 

First.  To  receive  tlic  annual  report  of  your  officers,  whose 
term  of  office  will  expire  with  this  present  meeting,  and  who  will 
present  to  you  a  statement  of  the  progress  and  workings  of  the 
Association,  together  with  its  financial  operations. 

Second.  For  the  purpose  of  electing  your  officers,  whose  duty 
it  will  become  to  control  and  manage  the  business  of  the  Associa- 
tion for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  importance  of  selecting  good  men,  men  of  experience, 
men  of  good  judgment  and  benevolent  hearts  can — in  accord- 
ance with  our  views — not  be  overrated. 

In  the  selection  of  your  officers,  you  want  men  who  will  have 
the  willingness  as  well  as  the  capability  to  labor  with  unabated 
diligence  and  promptness  in  the  cause  in  which  they  undertake 
to  engage. 

For  as  misfortunes  most  always  come  unawares,  as  disasters 
and  disappointments  generally  overtake  us  when  we  are  least 
prepared ;  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, will  application  for  assistance  come  before  your  officers, 
when  there  is  the  least  apprehension,  and  they  ought  to  receive, 
if  possible,  their  immediate  and  undivided  attention,  because 
delays  Mill  not  unfrequently  prolong  the  pains,  the  distress,  and 
the  sufferings  of  those  who  expect  from  your  hands  a  speedy 
relief,  at  least  so  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  render 
them  assistance. 


An  All-wise  Providence  in  his  infinite  goodness,  has,  it  seems, 
mysteriously,  yet  wisely  designed,  that  the  revolutions,  the  vari- 
ations and  the  changes  which  are  continually  and  unceasingly 
progressing  throughout  every  element  of  nature,  that  these  how- 
ever conflicting  agencies — in  their  order  of  things — should  be 
productive  of  the  most  eventful  process,  of  a  better,  more  har- 
monious consumation. 

The  same  variations,  the  same  uncertainties,  and  the  same 
changes  are  visible,  and  most  daily  experienced  within  the  affairs 
of  the  human  family. 

Man  seems  to  be  destined  to  labor  and  to  toil,  to  prosper  and 
to  enjoy,  to  Linger  and  to  endure,  in  order,  as  it  appears,  to  solve 
the  great  and  all-important  [problem,  how  to  reach  the  proper 
sphere  of  his  ultimate  destiny. 

Hence,  strange  but  true,  it  will  frequently  be  found,  that  per- 
sons of  energy  and  perseverence,  even  of  learning  and  educa- 
tion, have  finally  and  irresistibly  to  succumb  to  misfortunes,  to 
difiiculties  and  disappointments,  which  they  so  manfully  struggle 
to  overcome. 

"Whilst  we  find  others  again,  getting  along  nicely  and  smoothly, 
they  live  happy  and  comfortably,  and  are  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful in  all  their  undertakings. 

Such,  then,  that  are  more  fortunate  than  others,  such  that  are 
blessed  with  the  bounties  of  Heaven  more  than  others,  are 
selected,  as  it  were,  to  dispense  and  to  share  part  of  their 
blessings  with  their  fellow  beings,  who  are  less  fortunate,  and 
consequently  less  comfortably  situated  than  they  are,  and  by 
such  workings  and  such  actions,  we  are  seemingly  carrying  out 
the  great  designs  of  an  ever  watchful,  all-ruling  Providence. 

It  is  not  our  intention,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  to  depict  to  you 
at  this  moment  the  troubles  and  the  misfortunes  which  it  was  our 
lot  to  experience  amongst  some  of  our  community,  during  the 
time  we  have  been  connected  with  the  association. 

Nor  do  we  desire  to  direct  you  particularly  to  those  places  of 
misery  and  suffering,  of  the  sick  and  the  helpless,  to  whom  in 
the  hour  of  their  trials,  help  and  support  administered  under 
your  direction,  must  have  appeared  as  Heaven's  benign  blessing. 
We  are  moreover  satisfied,  that  with  every  throb  of  your 
hearts  you  feel  yourselves  elevated  in  the  highest  sense  of  grati- 


tude  to  Him,  who  comforts  the  comfortless,  who  protects  the  poor 
and  the  fatherless  ;  that  through  your  assistance  and  through  your 
influence,  the  tears  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  have  been  dried, 
the  pains  of  the  sick  and  the  suffering  have  been  soothed,  and 
even  the  stranger,  the  way-farer,  has  been  cared  for,  and  directed 
with  a  guiding  hand  on  his  onward  journey. 

Such,  in  short,  my  friends,  are  the  effects  in  following  the  great 
pi-inciples  which  underlie  the  foundation  of  your  association,  its 
noble  designs  will,  we  trust,  be  always  our  highest  ambition. 

It  is  unfortunately  not  to  be  denied,  however — experience  at 
least  will  warrant  the  assertion — that  even  Avith  the  best  care  and 
possible  scrutiny  and  circumspection,  we  still  get  more  or  less 
imposed  upon  by  parties  who  claim  and  receive  assistance  from 
our  hands,  and  prove  themselves  afterwards  unworthy,  to  be  the 
objects  of  our  care  and  attention,  and  of  what  we  deem  to  be 
charity. 

But  yet,  notwithstanding  such  frequent  occurrences,  notwith- 
standing the  conviction  that  such  facts  do  exist,  detestable  as 
such  characters  must  appear  in  the  eyes  of  every  candid  minded 
person ;  they  ought  by  no  means  to  intimidate  or  retard  us  in  the 
great  work  we  have  commenced. 

Far  better  in  oiir  estimation  to  suffer  more  or  less  imposition 
— if  unavoidable — than  to  see  one  worthy  distressed  family  for- 
saken or  neglected — far  better  in  our  judgment  to  suffer  a  little 
deception — if  it  can  not  be  prevented — than  to  see  even  one 
deserving  individual  unkindly  turned  aside,  and  his  last  rays  of 
hope  perhaps  blasted  forever. 

Humanity  and  charity  ought  to  be  always  thrown  into  the  bal- 
ance scale,  and  in  favor  of  the  applicant  or  the  unfortunate,  even 
in  doubtful  cases.  If  we  consider  that  by  natue  every  human  being 
is  possessed  of  a  certain  degree  of  self-esteem,  self-love,  and  self- 
regard;  we  ought  to  view  the  cases  of  those  of  our  fellow  men, 
who,  when  reduced  to  the  humiliating  condition,  as  to  ask  assis- 
tance from  the  hands  of  others,  who,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances are  no  more  than  their  equal,  we  ought  to  view,  we  repeat, 
all  such  cases  with  all  possible  compassion  and  forbearance. 

Previous  to  the  formation  of  your  noble  institution,  there  were 
societies  amongst  us,  whose  aims  and  whose  objects  were  the 


same  as  ours,  viz :  "  To  aid  and  assist  the  needy  and  unfortunate 
of  our  community." 

But  with  due  acknowledgment  to  the  purposes  and  designs  of 
those  prais worthy  institutions,  there  was  a  want  of  harmonious 
action,  a  lack  of  that  proper  stimulus  which  is  so  essential  in 
securing  due  support  and  success.  Nor  could  they  ever  reach 
cases  with  that  care  and  circumspection,  so  indispensable  in  the 
promotion  of  the  true  object  of  our  cause. 

Parties  who  were  unfortunately  forced  to  depend  on  the  assis- 
tance of  others,  had  to  apply  to  the  officers  of  the  various  socie- 
ties either  in  person,  or  else  be  compelled  to  make  their  miser- 
able situation  known  to  some  friend  or  acquaintance,  and  thereby 
exposing  their  unhappy  condition  to  a  whole  community. 

By  due  management  this  difficulty  has  been  happily  overcome. 
For  your  officers  when  called  upon  to  dispense  charity  to  parties 
in  need  or  distress,  have  not  only  made  it  a  standing  rule  amongst 
themselves  to  observe  the  strictest  secrecy  of  their  doings ;  but 
they  even  assumed  the  more  delicate  task  to  find  out  such  fami- 
lies as  were  actually  in  want  amongst  us,  and  came,  if  possible,  to 
their  assistance  without  special  notice  from  any  source,  saving 
them  the  heart-rending  necessity,  the  humiliating  alternative,  of 
exposing  their  own  misery. 

By  the  report  of  our  worthy  Secretary,  whose  ardent  duties, 
performed  by  the  labors  his  office  naturally  imposes  upon  him — 
and  who  will  no  doubt  receive  your  acknowledgment  and  appro- 
bation— you  will  perceive,  that  notwithstanding  the  unusual 
number  of  applicants,  and  the  large  amount  of  means  expended 
for  sick,  distressed  and  helpless  families  during  the  past  year, 
the  affairs  of  your  finances  are  still  in  a  sound  and  prosper- 
ous condition,  and  we  may  safely  expect  to  be  able  to  satisfy  all 
further  applications,  except  for  some  unforeseen,  unavoidable 
occurrence,  until  new  contributions  are  received  to  augment  the 
state  of  your  treasury.  This  happy  state  of  your  pecuniary  con- 
dition, is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  willingness,  the  generos- 
ity Avhich  our  people  have  sliown  and  exercised  in  behalf  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  association.  And  there  is  no  doubt  left  in 
our  minds,  but  that  this  institution,  if  properly  managed,  will 
always  receive  its  due  share  of  support  and  attention  from  our 
whole  commuity  in  the  future. 


Section  3  of  article  V.  of  your  constitution  sets  forth :  "  It  is 
the  final  object  of  this  association  to  provide  for  a  hospital,"  etc. 
With  the  exception  of  a  small  fund  which  has  been  accumulated 
for  that  purpose,  there  has  been  otherwise  but  little  progress 
made  towards  the  accomj^lishment  of  this  desired  object, 

A  hospital  under  our  present  circumstances  would  undoubtedly 
be  regarded  as  a  great  convenience  ;  but  a  few  years  more,  and 
such  an  establishment  will — agreeable  to  our  views — be  demanded 
as  a  pressing  necessity.  It  is  to  be  trusted,  therefore,  that  this 
subject  will  receive  your  full  and  timely  consideration. 

Much  of  the  progress  of  the  institution,  no  doubt,  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  care,  the  management  and  the  perseverance  of 
our  worthy  predecessors  in  ofiice ;  nor  can  we  refrain  from  mak- 
ing the  happy  allusion,  that  the  kindness,  the  courtesies  and  the 
readiness  with  which  the  gentlemen  who  compose  your  present 
board  have  acted  towards  us,  and  in  behalf  and  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  claimed  our  attention  for  the  past  year,  deserve 
our  highest  commendation. 

It  is  then  to  be  hoped.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  that  by  proper 
care  and  selection  of  such  officers,  who  will,  with  heart  and 
soul,  engage  in  the  cause  of  the  association,  our  most  sanguine 
hopes  may  eventually  be  realized.  And  that  finally,  the  bene- 
ficial results  which  will  be  continually  felt  and  experienced 
by  the  workings  and  dispensations  of  the  institution,  may 
have  the  desired  efiect,  may  produce  the  moral  influence,  that 
those  who,  in  their  unhappy  situation,  may  be  forced  to  knock  at 
our  doors,  or  others,  who  by  revei'ses  or  misfortunes,  may  be 
compelled  to  take  shelter  under  our  roof,  that  in  all  their  sorrows, 
and  in  all  their  afflictions,  they  may  be  cheered  with  the  happy 
thought  and  the  sweet  consolation,  that  they  will  always  meet 
with  fraternal  feelings  by  the  United  Hebrew  Relief  Asso- 
ciation. 

M.  M.  GERSTLEY. 

Chicago,  September  29,  1863. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


EXECUTIVE  BOARD 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  U.  H.  R.  A. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  short  report  of 
the  standing  and  workings  of  this  Association,  for  the  fiscal  year 
just  ending. 

Our  Association  is,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  the 
poor  and  distressed,  and  caring  for  the  sick,  the  common  agent 
of  the  following 

COMPONENT  SOCIETIES, 

represented  by  their  delegates,  who,  together,  formed  last  year's 
Board  of  Dii'ectors,  to  wit : 

FRAUEN  WOHLTHiETIGKEIT's  VEREIN. 

Mrs.  Michel  Greenebaum,  Mrs.  Lea  Goodkind. 

Y.  L.  H.  B.  s. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Foreman,  Mrs.  Lea  Strauss. 

L.  S.  S. 

Mrs.  Rebecka  Levi,  Mrs.  Esther  Gutman, 

"     Henrietta  Rosenfield,  "     Emilie  Greenebaum, 

"     Mina  Stine,  "     Susan  Alschuler, 

"    Bertha  Snydacker,  "     Clara  Moore, 

Mrs.  Julie  Cohn. 

K.  B.  S.  U.  CH. 

Mr.  0.  Sumer field,  Mr.  J.  Moore, 

"     H.  Cole,  "     S.  Mendelson, 

"     M.  Marcus,  '         "     A.  Luis. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  NO.  2. 

Mr.  A.  Barnett,  Mr.   A.  Pelinsky, 

"     S.  Roth,  "     S.  G.  Witkowsky. 

H.  B.  S. 

Mr.   Henry  Greenebaum,  Mr.   Nathan  Eisendrath, 

"     Nath.    Mayer,  "     Leopold  Mayer, 

"    JuHus  Rosenthal,  "     Jacob  Liebenstein, 

"    Aaron  Kahn,  "    J.  Greensfelder, 

Mr.  A.  Hart. 

KAMAH  LODGE. 

Mr.  Levy  J.  Unna,  Mr.  Henry  Frank, 

"     Samuel  Strauss,  "     Louis  Brede, 

"     Benjamin  Brunneman,  "     Isaac  Wolfner. 

BELIEF  SOCIETY  NO.  1. 

Mr.  Jacob"  Rosenberg,  Mr.  H.  Kohn. 

CHEB.  K.  AND  B.  OH. 

Mr.   L.  Meier,  Mr.  H.  L.  Marks, 

"     D.  Witkowski,  "     Casper  Burkheim. 

These  component  societies  have  increased  from  eight  of  last 
year  to  nine  :  the  Chebra  Kadisha  Ubikkm*  Cholim,  numbering 
thirty-eight  members,  having  joined  us  on  the  13th  of  November 
last.  The  contributions  have  been  regularly  made,  somewhat 
exceeding  those  of  last  yeai*.  The  Ladies'  Sewing  Society,  whose 
laudable  object  was  deservedly  acknowledged  in  our  third  annual 
report,  continued  in  their  good  and  noble  work  with  constant, 
and,  if  possible,  increased  zeal.  We  are  provided  yet  with  an 
assortment  of  garments,  furnished  us  by  the  Ladies'  Sewing  So- 
ciety, for  distribution  among  the  needy.  Our  most  heartfelt 
thanks  are  due  them  for  their  assistance.  Nor  has  the  interest 
of  our 

INDIVIDUAL    MEMBERS 

in  the  Association  decreased,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  their  highly 
liberal  cotributions,  amounting  to  nearly  $1,600.00  this  year, 
against  about  1 800. 00  contributed  the  year  previous. 

The  business  of  the  Association  has  been  transacted  by  the 
undersigned, 

TOUR   EXECUTIVE   BOARD, 

whose  term  expires  to-day.     We  held  regular  weekly  sessions 
up  to  the  commencement  of  the  mouth  of  May,  when  we  resolved 
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to  hold  a  session  every  fortnight.  In  aiding  and  assisting  the 
poor  and  needy,  we  followed  the  old  experienced  and  approved 
way,  of  referring  applications  to  investigating  committees  before 
final  action,  with  power  to  act.  If  we  succeeded  in  doing  justice 
to  the  applicants,  alleviating  their  suffering,  our  highest  aim  is 
attained. 

The  account,  hereto  attached,  of  our  financial  secretary,  Mr. 
N.  Eisendrath,  will  show  you 

OUR  FINANCIAL  STANDING. 

OUR    REVENUES. 

Our  revenues  of  the  year  now  closing,  consisted  in  contribu- 
tions from  component  societies,  contributions  from  individuals 
through  the  collecting  committee,  direct  contributions  from 
individuals,  and  receipts  of  different  amounts  of  money  collected 
at  iTinerals  by  the  H.  B.  S.  and  K.  A.  M. 

A RELIEF    OR    GENERAL    FUND. 

For  the  purpose  of  raising  funds,  a  special  meeting  of  dele- 
gates was  called,  Avhich,  however,  failed  from  want  of  attendance 
for  reasons  unknown,  but  certainly  not  from  lack  of  interest  in 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Association,  as  the  future  has 
shown.  Your  board  took  the  responsibility  of  appointing  a  col- 
lecting committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gerstley,  Schoeneman, 
and  Rosenberg,  and  the  result  of  the  liberal  contributions  you 
have  heard.  A  recommendable  step  was  taken  by  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Association,  who  did  not  wait  even  for  the 
appointment  or  visit  of  the  committee,  but  sent  in  their  check. 
We  hold  this  out  as  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  This 
Association  has  become  an  institution,  which  must  be  supported 
and  upheld,  endeared  to  the  hearts  of  the  Israelites  of  Chicago. 
Its  permanency  must  be  out  of  question  and  certainly  is.  The 
different  component  societies  and  individuals,  if  working  sepa- 
rately, could  never  accomplish  what  they  collectively,  through 
one  common  factor,  have  been  enabled  to  do.  But  its  perma- 
nency depends  upon  its  revenues.  Every  member  ought  to  have 
an  entry  made  in  his  book  of  Bills  Payable  during  the  month  of 
October  or  November,  in  each,  and  every  year,  that  a  certain 
amount  is  due  to  the  U.  H.  R.  A.,  and  ought  to  discharge  such 
debt  in  a  business  like  manner.     The  consideration  you  receive 
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for  it,  is  more  than  equivalent.  It  is  the  blessings  of  the  poor  and 
the  sick,  the  thanks  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  the  satisfac- 
tion of  having  done  a  good  deed.  The  collecting  committee, 
having  taken  a  laborious  and  not  at  all  agreeable  task  upon  them- 
selves, should  not  be  required  and  requested  to  call  again  and 
again,  as  there  was  "  no  time  this  day,"  or  that  the  committee 
should  see  others  first,  or  that  the  partner  has  the  charge  of  this 
branch  of  business.  The  old  saying  that  "  He  that  gives  quick, 
gives  twice,"  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  The  component  socie- 
ties have  never  Avaited  for  the  collecting  committee,  let  the  indi- 
vidual members  follow  their  example. 

B RESERVE    (on    HOSPITAL)    FUXD. 

This  fund,  which  was  started  in  the  first  year  of  our  existence 
with  $628.00,  increased  in  the  second  to  about  1720.00,  in  the 
third  year  to  $790.00,  and  has  also,  during  the  past  year  but 
little  increased,  and  not  at  all  in  comparison  Avith  the  necessity 
daily  more  urging  for  the  erection  of  a  Jewish  Hospital  in  this 
city.  The  increase  of  this  fund  during  the  last  year  consisted 
in  |;85.00  interest,  accruing  from  money  invested,  and  about 
$130.00  collected  at  festivals  of  two  private  parties.  If  we  are 
in  earnest,  to  further  and  achieve  the  final  object  of  this  asso- 
ciation, to  provide  for  a  hospital,  etc.,  (art.  V.  §  3  of  our  consti- 
tution,) this  hospital  fund  must  be  attended  to.  No  hospital 
without  a  fund  to  build  it  with  and  support  it — if  no  hospital, 
our  final  object  failed.  The  failure  of  this  final  object,  is  the 
failure  of  our  association.  Israelites  of  Chicago,  your  patriot- 
ism has  raised  over  -$10,000.00  in  a  couple  of  days,  to  fit  out  a 
company  of  volunteers  to  fight  for  our  free  institutions  and  put 
down  treason.  You  went  at  it  with  a  will  and  this  was  your 
success.  You  have  contributed  large  amounts  for  wounded  and 
disabled  soldiers.  You  went  at  it  with  a  will,  and  thereby 
achieved  your  success.  Israelites  all  over  the  world  are  known  for 
their  innate  benevolence,  attachment  to  the  exercise  of  charity, 
and  for  the  sacrifices  they  undergo,  for  the  purpose  of  their 
distressed  fellow  men  and  co-religionists — this  is  one  of  their 
cardinal  virtues,  and  you  of  Chicago  make  no  exception.  Go  at 
it  with  a  will  and  you  will  be  croAvned  with  a  success  beyond 
your  most  exalted  expectations.  What  the  Israelites  of  New 
York  did  for   New  York,   you   of  Chicago  can  and  will   do  for 
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Chicago.  Let  us  lay  the  corner  stone  to  onr  hospital  in  twelve 
months  from  to-day  The  necessity  of  a  hospital  you  have  real- 
ized. You  have  a  heart  for  it,  you  possess  the  means,  have  also 
the  will,  and  our  object  is  accomplished. 

EXPENDITURES. 

If  you  compare  this  part  of  our  account  with  last  year's,  you 
will  find  that  our  expenses  this  year  amount  to  about  one-fourth 
more  than  the  year  previous.  The  reasons  are  the  increase  of 
our  Jewish  population,  that  destitute  families  from  southern 
parts  have  come  into  our  city  to  escape  the  miseries  of  the  war 
carried  on  near  their  former  homes.  Whole  families  had  to  be 
supported  and  cared  for  in  sickness,  sometimes  the  head  of  the 
family  was  sick  or  out  of  employ,  and  the  whole  family  suflering. 
The  sad  pictures  of  distress  and  destitution,  brought  about  by 
combinations  of  poverty,  sickness  and  misfortune,  we  will  not 
here  paint  you.  Our  description  could  give  you  but  a  dim  idea 
of  reality.  Read  over  the  report  of  former  years — the  cases  of 
distress  held  up  before  your  eyes  there — they  always  repeat 
themselves,  with  but  a  little  different  shading.  Another  reason 
for  the  increase  of  our  expenses  is,  that  fuel  and  victuals  are 
dearer  now  than  they  were  then. 

If  you  compare  our  finance  report  with  the  report  of  former 
years,  you  will  perceive  that  Avhile  Ave  were  not  troubled  much 
froin  stragglers,  we  had  an  increased  number  of  home  applicants, 
and  had  more  calls  for  aid  in  cases  of  sickness  than  at  any  time 
before.  Happily  no  case  proved  fatal.  The  cases  of  poor  appli- 
cants for  the  first  half  year  were  almost  equal  to  those  of  the 
first  half  year  of  the  year  previous.  In  our  second  half  year  our 
cases  Avere  sixteen  more  than  the  second  six  months  of  the  previ- 
ous year,  and  our  expenses  for  these  cases  exceeded  $200  the 
expenses  of  the  previous  year.  Our  expenses  for  medicine  were, 
as  far  we  have  paid  bills,  over  ten  times  the  amount  paid  last 
year.  As  we  preferred  to  pay  such  families,  of  whose  economy 
and  prudence  we  were  convinced,  in  cash,  and  let  them  for  them- 
selves select  what  was  necessary  for  their  support,  our  grocery 
bill  Avas  not  one-half  of  last  year.  For  flour  we  spent  more  than  in 
the  previous  year,  providing  it  ourselves  for  the  families,  as  we 
could  buy  it  at  reduced  prices.  Of  Avood  we  distributed  about 
thirty  cords ;  in  wood  and  coal   together,  the  demand  exceeded 
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that  of  the  previous  year  one-third.  The  oases  in  which  we  pa  id 
rent  are  almost  equal  to  those  of  1862,  but  the  rents  paid  exceed- 
ed those  of  1802,  as  the  rents  ai-e  higher.  F^r  funeral  expenses  we 
defrayed  four  times  as  much  as  1862.  For  Railroad  tickets  we 
spent  almost  twice  as  much  as  dm-ing  the  third  year,  although 
the  strangers  applying  to  us  were  only  one-fourth  the  number  of 
the  year  previous.  For  the  purchase  of  Mazzoth,  which  were 
formerly  furnished  in  kind,  we  preferred  to  hand  the  parties  the 
funds,  to  buy  them  for  themselves,  as  we  found  under  the  old 
practice  it  had  leaked  out  who  were  the  objects  of  your  charity. 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last  half-yearly 
meeting,  we  purchased  twenty -five  cords  of  wood  at  $6  .50  for 
the  coming  winter. 

The  whole  amount  of  last  years  expenses,  (including  the  wood  pur- 
chased by  the  former  Board,)  about $1,800 

Expenses  of  third  year,  about _   1,300 

"  second  year,  about 1,000 

first         "  "     ■- - 500 

The  noble  example  set  us  by  your  esteemed  Board  of  the  third 
year,  Ave  felt  our  duty  to  follow,  and  contributed  to  the  Chicago 
Sanitary  Commission  the  sum  of  $20,  in  acknowledgment  of 
which  the  following  letter  was  handed  us  : 

Chicago  Sanitarf  Commission  Rooms,       ) 
Chicago,  June  3d,  1863.  J 

B.  SiioENEMAM,  Esq.,  Chicago,  Illinois : 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  $70 
through  you,  for  the  relief  of  our  wounded  at  Vicksburg — $50  from -the 
Hebrew  Benevolent  Society,  and  $20  from  the  United  Hebrew  Relief  Asso- 
ciation. It  is  a  very  timely  benefaction,  and  we  beg  you  to  present  to  both 
those  noble  organizations  our  sincere  thanks.  We  need  all  that  our  friends 
can  do  for  us,  at  this  junctm'e,  when  so  many  of  our  brave  men  are  looking 
to  us  for  relief. 

Yours  truly  MARK  SKINNER, 

President  Sanitary  Commission. 
Per  Mrs.  D.  P.  Litermore,  Assistant  Secretary. 

In  some  cases  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  poor  applicants  so 
far  aided  that  they  refused  further  assistance,  being  able  to  help 
themselves.  In  all  cases  it  was  our  aim  to  help  speedily,  fully 
and  discretely.  Xotwithstanding  om-  endeavour  to  do  this,  in 
some  cases  private  individuals  have  been  called  upon  for  aid  by 
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the  interference  of  third  parties,  certainly  acting  Avith  noble 
intentions,  but  as  this  Board  believes,  certainly  not  with  good 
judgment.  All  cases  of  distress  ought  to  be  reported  to  this 
Board.  As  the  Board  seek  to  spend  charity  in  the  most  secret 
manner,  outsiders  might  sometimes  be  induced  to  believe  that 
the  Board  has  no  notice  of  certain  cases.  By  applying  directly 
to  the  Board,  this  might  turn  out  differently  and  mostly  will. 
We  would  caution  the  Israelites  of  Chicago  against  all  collec- 
tions for  such  purposes,  made  by  unauthorized  parties,  and  recom- 
mend them  not  to  countenance  them. 

THE    rUBLIC. 

For  many  favors  we  have  been  shown  and  valuable  assistance 
we  have  received,  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  for  free  licenses;  to  Messrs.  Dr.  Mahla,  Heilman,  Gale 
Brothers,  and  Hottinger,  for  medicine  at  greatly  reduced  prices ; 
to  the  Michigan  Central,  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy, 
Chicago  and  Cincinnati  Airline,  Pittsgurgh  and  Ft.  Wayne,  and 
St.  Louis  and  Alton  Railroads,  for  selling  us  tickets  at  half  fare ; 
to  Drs.  Alther,  Ritzinger,  Merckle,  Isham,  Spannagel  and  Paoli, 
for  their  prompt  attention  and  medical  services ;  to  Gage  & 
Heart,  for  flour  at  reduced  prices;  to  Law  &  Co.,  for  coal  at 
reduced  prices. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE   PUBLIC. 


The  objects  of  our  Association  are  great,  and  it  requires  the 
united  efforts  of  our  Jewish  brethren  residing  here,  if  the  Asso- 
ciation shall  succeed  in  rendering  aid  and  assistance  in  the  most 
extensive  and  best  possible  manner  to  all  distressed  Israelites  of 
this  city,  in  nursing  every  Jewish  sick,  and  providing  for  every 
Jewish  widow  and  orphan,  who  may  happen  to  live  in  our  midst. 
If  this  great  and  noble  object  shall  be  reached,  then  it  will 
become  our  duty  to  prevent  the  means,  which  are  so  highly 
necessary  to  the  fui'therance  of  the  objects  of  the  Association, 
from  being  scattered  and  wasted ;  then  it  will  be  our  further  duty 
to  take  care  that  the  means  be  not  withheld  from  our  Association 
and  squandered  upon  projects,  the  realisation  of  which  is  not 
necessary,  or  that  they  be  not  used  and  wasted  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  institutions,  which,  in  the  end,  may  prove  to  be 
more  than  worthless,  aye,  may  prove  to  be  fraught  with  danger. 
Guided  by  this  view  of  the  matter,  and  having  learned  the  facts 
-set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  the  following  resolution,  the  Board 
of  Officers  of  the  U.  H.  R.  A.  have,  on  the  5th  day  of  July, 
resolved  as  follows : 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  hearing  of  the  Board,  that  steps  are  about 
to  be  taken  in  Chicago  to  organize  societies  with  the  view  to  create  and 
collect  funds,  together  with  other  Jewish  societies  in  other  cities,  for  the 
establishing  of  a  General  Widow  and  Orphan  Asylum,  to  be  probably 
located  hundreds  of  miles  from  here  ;  and 

Whekeas,  Laudable  as  such  an  object  may  appear,  yet  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Board  that  such  an  enterprise  would  greatly  injure  our  present  insti- 
tution, and  retard  the  erection  of  a  Jewish  hospital  in  this  city,  which,  in 
the  language  of  our  Constitution,  is  "  our  final  object ;"  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  considers  itself  in  duty  bound,  to  use  all  its 
influence  in  this  society  as  weU  as  in  this  community  at  large,  to  oppose  all 
steps  that  might  be  taken  in  this  city  to  further  the  object  of  organizing 
societies  as  aforesaid. 
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No  doubt,  many  a  fine  word  can  be  said  in  favor  of  a  General 
Widow  and  Orphan  Asylum  for  the  western  country,  and  who- 
ever has  a  heart  and  feels  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  poor, 
unprotected  and  uncared  for  widows  and  orphans,  and  whoever 
has  the  will  to  do  something  towards  the  alleviation  of  their 
wants,  and  the  mitigation  of  their  distress,  will  find  it  a  painful 
duty,  when  he  is  compelled  to  argue  against  such  charitable 
plans.  He  that  would  gladly,  in  common  with  others,  work  in 
the  field  of  humanity  and  charity,  will  only  follow  the  dictates  of 
his  conscience,  if  he  speaks  against  efforts  which  seemingly 
pursue  noble  objects.  In  such  a  condition  is  at  this  moment,  to 
a  certain  degree,  your  Executive  Board. 

Plausible  as  the  intended  founding  of  a  General  Widow  and 
orphan  institution  for  the  west  may  appear,  still  your  Board  is 
fully  convinced  that  it  would  be  embarrassing  in  the  highest 
degree  to  the  objects  of  our  own  association,  if  societies  should 
be  formed  here,  in  aid  of  the  projected  widow  and  orphan  asylum 
in  other  parts  of  the  west.  Our  association  would  naturally 
have  to  sufler  thereby,  and  every  one  that  knows  human  nature 
and  the  existing  social  and  financial  conditions,  will  acknowledge 
that  this  conviction  is  well  founded. 

The  question  now  arises,  whether  there  would  not  be  more  lost 
than  gained,  should  such  an  institution  be  established. 

Suppose  you  make  the  sacrifices,  let  the  suitable  grounds  be 
bought,  the  necessary  buildings  be  erected,  the  necessary  annual 
contributions  be  paid,  &c.,  and  you  withdraw  thereby  part  of 
your  assistance  from  your  local  association, — what  is  the  good 
you  have  done  ?  There  would  be  an  institute,-  certainly  super- 
fluous and  as  little  justified  and  demanded  by  the  actual  state  of 
tilings,  as,  for  instance,  a  special  institute  for  Hebrew  deaf  and 
dumb  or  Hebrew  blind.  And  could  there  not  also,  in  favor  of 
such  institutions,  the  most  thrilling  and  touching  appeals  be 
made  ? 

The  number  of  the  poor  Hebrew  widows  and  orphans,  is,  to 
our  knowledge,  not  such  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  call  such  an 
institution  into  existence,  and  if  there  should  be  in  any  place  a 
poor  widow  or  an  uncared  for  orjihan,  it  is  not  at  aU  likely  that  a- 
man  of  feeling  and  true  benevolence  would  wish  to  send  them 
into  such   an   institution,  in  which  such   deplorable   objects  of 


charity  are  generally  crowded  together  like  soldiers  in  barracks, 
but  it  is  far  more  likely  that  such  widow  or  orphan  is  much 
better  cared  for  in  the  place  wherein  they  reside,  as  there  rela- 
tives, friends,  or  at  least  sympathizing  acquaintances  may  be 
presumed  to  be. 

There  exists,  moreover,  among  all  thinking  men,  who  had 
experience  in  the  province  of  practical  charity,  the  conviction 
that  for  reasons  of  humanity,  as  well  as  on  educational  grounds, 
orphan  institutes  are  not  to  be  recommended,  and  experience  has 
only  strengthened  this  conviction.  Poor  orphans  ought  to  be 
brought  up  and  educated  in  families,  and  not  loveless  and  joyless 
in  asylums. 

The  above  resolution  is  also  justified  from  another  point  of 
view.  We  have,  first  of  all,  to  care  and  provide  for  the  local 
poor,  before  we  think  and  care  for  the  poor  of  other  places.  Do 
not  call  this  narrow  minded  and  narrow  hearted.  Certainly, 
charity  should  not  be  limited  by  localities,  creeds,  or  by  other 
natural  or  artificial  barriers.  Every  man  in  every  place  has  a 
claim  upon  our  sympathy  and  assistance,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to 
render  the  same.  But  man  is  limited  in  means  and  faculties,  and 
therefore  must  wisely  husband  them,  if  he  will  not  enter  upon 
chimerical  plans  and  Don'^Quixotisms. 

We  may  be  permitted  in  this  place  to  state,  that  the  idea 
spoken  of,  whose  reasonableness  and  truth  is  testified  to  by  expe- 
rience as  well  as  by  common  sense,  is  also  explicitly  pronounced 
and  taught  by  our  Jewish  sages  of  old.  They  say  ^unanimously : 
"  The  poor  of  thy  own  city  must  be  cared  for  before  the  jDOor  of 
another  city."* 

The  Executive  Board  trusts  upon  the  sound  judgment  of  the 
Israelites  of  this  city,  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen,  that  they  will 
not  deprive  %is  of  the  means  for  accomplishing  what  is  practi- 
cally nearest,  what  religion  demands,  and  what  is  preferable,  and 
that  they  will  not,  by  wasting  the  means  so  necessary  for  prac- 

*  "Aniye  irkka  waaniye  ir  aclwretJi,  aniye  irk/ia  kodmin."  Baba  Mezia,  fol.  Yl, 
a.  Compare  Mairnon,  in  Hilkhoth  Mathnoth  Aniyim,  chap.  7,  Halakha  13  ;  Jacob 
ben  Asher  in  Tur  Yoreh  Deah,  art.  251 ;  Joseph,  Karo  and  Moses  Isserles  in 
Shulchan  Arukh,  ibid,  sec.  3,  (where  Shabthai  Cohen  adds :  even  the  poor  of  the 
holy  land  have  no  such  claims  upon  our  charity  as  the  poor  of  our  own  city); 
same  in  Tur  and  Sh.  A.  Choshen  Mishpat,  art.  91,  sec.  1.  Comp.  also  Yalkut 
Thorah,  sec.  350  and  sec.  897  ;  Mekhiltha  and  Rashi  to  Exod.  22,  24 ;  Sifri  and 
Rashi  to  Deut.  15,  7  ;  Aben  Esra  to  Deut.  12,  11,  and  many  other  places. 
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tical  and  home  purposes  upon  any  airy  and  uncalled  for  projects, 
"remove  the  landmarks"  and  encroach  upon  the  field,  the  harvest 
of  which  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  poor  of  our  own  city. 

Israelites  of  Chicago — Ladies  and  Gentlemen — There  is  a 
great  sphere  of  action  left  to  you  in  the  province  of  charity,  of 
education,  and  other  highly  urging  matters,  and  your  sacrifices 
in  time,  money  and  exertions  for  things  which  are  superfluous, 
aye,  even  objectionable  on  many  grounds,  and  full  of  the  germs 
of  mischief  and  danger,  may,  therefore,  well  be  spared. 


At  the  conclusion  your  Board  would  offer  you  the  following 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1.  That  a  physician  be  engaged  and  paid  for  by  the  year. 
We  would  greatly  regret,  if  this  should  be  construed  like  a  censure 
upon  the  gentlemanly  physicians  who  lent  us  their  helping-hand 
so  repeatedly  and  willingly,  and  brought  us  great  sacrifices  in 
time  and  labor.  The  increase  of  applicants,  however,  would  fall 
too  hard  upon  them,  and  we  are  afraid  of  asking  too  much.  It 
is  otherwise  with  a  paid  physician,  whose  services  we  could  claim 
as  a  matter  of  right. 

2.  That  the  Board  of  Delegates  appoint  a  Collecting  Com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year.  And  here  we  again  take  occasion 
to  tell  the  contributors,  to  come  willingly  and  readily  forward 
and  assist  them. 

3.  The  hospital  fund  must  be  augmented,  and  for  this 
reason : 

a.  $800  of  the  surplus  of  the  relief  fund  ought  to  be  added 
to  the  hospital  fund :  and 

b.  A  standing  committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  further  our  final  object  of  building  a  hos- 
pital. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  M.  GERSTLEY,  President. 

ABR.  HART,  Vice-President. 

S.  HARRIS,  Treasurer. 

N.  EISENDRATH,  Financial  Secretary. 

B.  SCHOENEMAN,  and 

H.  FRANK,  Trustees. 

JULIUS  ROSENTHAL,  Recording  Sec'y. 
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THE   FINANCE   SECRETARY  IN  ACCOUNT 


Db. 


1S62. 
October  14. 


23.. 
30.; 

Dec.         7.. 

18G3. 
January  25. 


8, 

"         15. 

April        2. 


RELIEF  FUND. 


May 


June 
July 


August     9. 


-To  balance  in  Treasurer's  hand, $21.83 

contribution  of  Relief  Society  No.  2. 17.50 

■     " 85 

42.50 

2.06 

..-_ 25.00 

5.10 

2.00 


"  donation  of  A.  Herzog; 

"  contributions  of  Ramah  Lodge, 

"  funeral  proceeds  of  K.  A.  M., 

"  contribution  of  Y.   L.  Society,. 

"  funeral  proceeds,  K.  A.  M., 

"         "  "  H.  B.  Society, 

"  contribution  of  Kehilah  B.  Sholam, 

"  funeral  proceeds  K.  A.  M.,. 

"  contribution  of  Hebrew  K.  Uw  Cliolem, 

"            "                Hebrew  Benevolent  Society,. 
"  funeral  proceeds  K.  A.  M., 

"  donation  of  Jos.  Lehman, 

"  contribution  of  LadiesH.  B.  Society, 

"  funeral  proceeds  K.  A.  M., 

"  donation  of  S.  H., 

"  funeral  proceeds  K.  A.M., 


11.79 

19.00 

101-28 

9.16 


2.00 

1.52 

94 

3.81 
1.10 
3.75 
4-00 


3.1, 


donation  of  I.  for  Matzos, 

Collecting  Committee   at  large,. 1572.75 

......  J  ^2 

15.00 
2-00 
5.00 
7.08 
8.13 
15.00 
5.67 
9.52 
5.00 
1.14 


"  funeral  proceeds  K.  A.  M, 
"  contribution  of  Relief  Society 

"  donation  of  M.  R., 

"         "  Mrs.   B., 

"  funeral  proceeds  of  H.   B.  Society, 
"  K.  A.  M...... 

"  donation  of  Leopold  Meyer,. 

"  funeral , proceeds  of  H.  B.  Society,  . 
K.  A.   M.,...- 

"  donation  of  Mr.  R., 

"  funeral  proceeds  of  H.  B.  Society, 

"  donation  of  R.  Brothers, - 27.00 

"  funeral  proceeds  of  K.  A.  M., 1.35 

"  interest  of  $600  for  si.Y  months,  loaned  to  L.  Meyer, 18.00 


$2,054.35 


Sept.     29...TO  balance  on  hand  with  Treasurer, $408.53 


We,  the  undersigned  Trustees  of  the  U.  H.  R.  A.,  have  examined  and 
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WITH  THE    U.   H.    RELIEF* ASSOCIATION. 

RELIEF  FUND. 

1862. 

October, By  Checks  on  Treasurer  No.    1  to    4, 

November,....  "        "                   "          "      5..  21, 

December           "        "                   "          "    22      39 

Cr. 

$15-65 

135.25 

125-52 

1863. 

January,. "        "                   "          "    40..  54,.. 

February, "        "                   «'          "    5.5..  T5, --.. 

March, "        "                   "          "    76      98, 

75.00 

-     142.60 

292-58 

April, ...."        "                   "          "    99.. 105,  excluding 

26,..  "        "                   "          "  106-.108,.... 

May           10,..  "        "                   "          "  109.-119, 

check  101 

31  15 

34.83 

106-SS 

53.50 

3t...  "        "                   "          "  12T..130,.. 

June          14       "        "                   "          "  1-31    138 

48-00 

40  65 

28,.."        "                   "          "  139.. 141,. 

July           12,..  "        "                   "          "  142..143,.. 

August        9,..  "        "                   "          "  144.. 145, 

"            9,      "        "                   "          "  146    156,.-. 

44.50 

13-00 

35.00 

76.50 

190  25 

September  6,'..  "        "                   "          "  163.. 165,- 

6,      "        "                   "          "  166 

10.85 

5.00 

13,.."        "                   "          "  167.. 183,. - 

27,-.  "        "                   "          "  184.-187, 

132.25 

36.90 

408.53 

"^ 

//-^ 

$2,054.35 

compared  the  above  report  with  the  books,  and  find  the  same  corrrect. 

B.  SHOENEMAN, 
HENRY  FRANK. 
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THE  FINANCE  SECRETARY  IN  ACC'T.  WITH  THE  U.  H.  R.  A. 

KESEKVE   FUND.  DR. 
1862. 

October  14. . .  To  balance  in  Treasurers  hand, $89. 69 

"     26...  "  donation  of  a  party  held  at  Greensfelder's 52_60 

Nov.         2._.  "  contribution  of  Rahmah  Lodge, 7.50 

"         30..."            "                Kehilah  Benay  Sholom,-.. 25 

"          "  ..  "  donation  of  a  party  held  at  A.  Ilerzog's, 74.25 

Dec.        17.--  "  paid  in  loan  and  interest  of  P.  Daly, 425.00 

1863. 

Sept.        6. --"  paid  in  loan  and  interest  of  Mrs.  McDonald, 220.00 

"         13...  "  interest  of  $1,000  for  six  months,  loaned  to  M.,..  40.00 

$1,009-29 

Sept.     29... To  balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer, $9.29 


RESERVE    FUND.  CR. 

1863. 

April  19... By  investment  for  three  years  at  eight  per  cent,  inter- 
est per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  and  secured 
by  real  estate  in  the  city, $1000.00 

Sept.      29...  "  balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer, 9.29 

$1,009.29 
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THE  WITHIN  NAMED   AMOUNTS    HAVE  BEEN   USED   IN  THE 
MANNER  FOLLOWING : 

1S62. 

Sept.  U  to  April  26,  1 803... For  twenty-seven  cases  cash  paid,..  $204.00 

1863. 

April  26  to  September.        ..  "     thirty-four  cases  cash  paid, 274.50 

First     six  months. . . For  twelve  cases  sickness, 99. 00 

Second"         "       ..  "     seven     "             "         75.00 

First       "        "       -.  "     six         "       medicine, 9.25 

Second"         "       ..  "     ten         "             " Yl.Vl 

First      "         "       .-  "     eighteen  cases  groceries, _ - 56.15 

Second"         "       ..  "     six              "            "        22.00 

First       "         "       .-  "     seven         "       coal, -..  35.00 

Second"         "       ..  "     one  case  coal, -. -..  4.25 

First       "         "       ..  "     three   cases  furniture  and  bedding, 9.75 

Second  "         "       ..  Nothing  paid. 

First      "         "       .-For  three  cases  board, 13.00 

Second"         "       ..Nothing  paid. 

First       "         "       -- For  two  eases  doctor  bills, - 13.00 

Second  "         "       ..  "     one  case        "         "     3.00 

First       "         "       .-  "     twenty  cases  matzos  and  groceries, 160.00 

First      "         "       --  "     nine          "     flour,. 30.50 

Second  "         "       ..  "     nine          "         " 26.20 

First       "         "       .-  "     eight         "     rent, 47r83 

Second  "         "       ..  "     seven        "       "     30.50 

First       "         "       .-  "     one           "     funeral, 14.03 

Second  "         "       ..  "     one            "         " 8.00 

First      "        '        .-  "     one            "     aiding  in  Business, 7.00 

Second"         "       ..  "     two           "         "       "•      "       25.00 

First      "         "       -.  "    one  case  wounded  soldier, 5.00 

Second  "         "       ..  "     one     "     sanitary  committee, 20.00 

First      "        "       .-  "     seven  cases  railroad  tickets, 73.35 

Second"         "       ..  "     six          "         "            "       70.30 

First      "         "       ..  "     six          "     sexton's  salary, 18.00 

Second"         "       .-  "     six          "             "           " 18.00 

First       "         "       --  "     Drayage, 11.25 

Second  "         "       ..  "           "      5.75 

"     printing   report, 25.00 

"     distributing  same,... 5.00. 

First       "         "       ..  "     twenty-one  cases  wood, 

Second"         "       ..  "     ten  "         "     - 

"     watching  by  sick, ^  6.00 

"     strangers, - 14.00 

On  hand  twenty -five  cords  wood, ,^ 1 62 .  50 
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The  actual  amount  received  in  cash  from  all  resources,  see  specifi- 

eations,  was, - - $2054. 35 

Twenty-five  cords  wood,  handed  over  to  us  by  the  preceding  Board,  150.00 

Deduction  on  coal  of  Messrs.  Law  &  Co., 8. 00 

"        on  flour  of  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co., 15.00 

"        in  medicines  from  divers  druggists,  at  least  valued  at, . .  CO. 00 
Shirts,  quilts,  bedsheets,  clothing,  etc.,  from  the  Ladies'  Sewing 

Society  and  individuals, 150.00 

$2,437-35 

Of  this  has  been  expended  in  actual  cash  for  divers  necessities  for 

relief, .$1643.82 

By  wood,  coal,  clothing,  shoes,  bedding,  furniture,  city  donation 

(by  the  Benevolent  Societies  and  individuals,) 383 .  00 

Cash  on  hand  this  day  with  the  Treasurer, 408.53 

'*^  $2,439.35 

In  addition  to  the  cash  in  hand  of  Treasurer, $408.53 

We  have  twenty -five  cords  wood  on  hand,  paid  for  the  same, 162.50 

Being  in  all  in  the  Relief  Fund  this  day, $570.03 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  EISENDRATH,  Financial  Sec'y. 

We,  the   undersigned  Trustees  of  the  U.  H.  R.  A.,  have  examined  and 
compared  the  above  account  with  the  books,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

B.  SHOENEMAN, 
HENRY  FRANK. 


mi-m  ^ 


*^1 


